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Editor’s Notes

As the nation gears up for another Canada Day celebration, our club will be 
hosting the traditional Canada Day tournament for members . It looks like there 
will be a great turnout and I look forward to a red and white day  filled with 
camaraderie, competition, and Canadian pride as we celebrate our nation's 157th 
birthday on the verdant greens of our lawn bowling club. The tournament is a 
great attraction for members of the public in Victoria Park. Spend  a few minutes 
talking to people at the fence and tell them what a great sport and club we have 
here in Cobourg. Happy Canada Day.

President’s Message

 “Cross the river in a crowd and the crocodile won’t eat you.”  

    (African Proverb)

I would like to take this opportunity to offer a big WELCOME to all of our new 
members who have joined the club this season after coming through our new bowler 
lessons and coaching program that has been running on Wednesdays and Fridays 
during May and June. The purpose of our club is to provide facilities for all members 
to participate actively and socially in the game of lawn bowls and to foster and 
promote good fellowship, skills development and sportsmanship. In joining the 
Cobourg Lawn Bowling Club you are helping us safeguard the sport of lawn bowling 
in Cobourg and the spirit of our club’s motto of ‘Friendship by the Lake’. So welcome 
to the physical, social, emotional and mental health benefits of the wonderful sport 
of lawn bowling. Welcome to your first summer bowling in Victoria Park beside Lake 
Ontario in the wonderful community that is the Cobourg Lawn Bowling Club. May 
you embrace many opportunities to bowl and enjoy our special events. Enjoy 
learning the game, the exercise outdoors and making new friends. Please ask the 
coaches you met, an Executive Committee member or other club members if there is 
anything you have a question about.

Good Bowling!

Peter



Welcome

Those who have joined since the last Newsletter are shown below. I am sure you will 
make them all welcome.

And talking of warm welcomes.......

I recently received this message from Janice Slobojan.

I just wanted to pass along a wonderful experience we had at the club last Thursday 
evening (June 6).

 Recently my relatives from Detroit, Michigan (Stephanie and Dan Wroblewski) 
came to visit my husband, Alan Loney and I for six days.   They didn’t know anything 
about lawn bowling so we explained the game and brought them to watch a jitney 
last Thursday night.  

Many members came to talk to them and made them feel very welcome. Then when 
we were bowling, some members that were sitting out brought them in the club 
house and explained the history of the club and as well as how the bowls are 
designed and different biases etc.

My relatives really enjoyed the evening and were very grateful for the amazing 
hospitality shown to them. This made Alan and I very proud to be part of the 
Cobourg Lawn Bowling Club.



Terry Bradshaw on the Short May Players Tour

As many of you are aware I participated 
in a couple of Short Mat competitions at 
the Falcon Bowling Club in Chelmsford 
England, which is about 65 km east of 
London. The facility has 16 outdoor rinks 
8 natural grass and 8 synthetic. Inside 
there are another 8 rinks for indoor 
bowling which is also used for short mat 
and can accommodate 32 mats. There is 
also a bar with lounge, small shop, 
kitchen and cafeteria area.

The first competition was the Trevor Pay Open Pairs. It is a charity event for Trevor 
Pay who was a well know short matter who died of cancer. His son plays for England 
in the 4's.

I didn't play too well that day as I struggled with the line but more so the weight as 
the mats are far slower than in Cobourg. I did mange to get into the last 64 but was 
beaten by Ben Pay (Trevor Pay's son) and his son Jaden. I played with my brother-
in-law Ron Smith. That game will be on the  Blue Eye News Group - YouTube  in 
July.

The Second Tournament was the Falcon Open. I played much better and sailed 
through the preliminary rounds and into the knockouts. In the last 32 I was tied 
going into the last end but managed  to make my shot and won 8-7. I then moved 
confidently into the last 16 until I found that I would be playing Craig Burgess the 
World # 1. I was royally thrashed! It was certainly a lesson I will never forget. He can 
put the bowl on the jack at any time. One end one of his bowls was an inch behind 
the jack and another an inch to the right. I put mine an inch to the left and he then 
gently took mine out without disturbing his other bowls or the jack. Another end his 
weight is so good he rolled his bowl around mine and on the jack where is came to a 
stop just touching. He continually made great shots.



Terry with Craig Burgess

Unperturbed I am going across the pond again to work on my world ranking and will 
be playing in the UK open on August 24th  and 25th. With 192 players I should be 
able to avoid him for a while.   If you subscribe to the Blue Eye News Group (it does 
not cost anything to subscribe) You will be able to see me live. (mind you that may be 
a good reason not to subscribe).

Until then, Good Bowling Everyone.

Terry Bradshaw

Harry Knapper Obituary

Harry Knapper, born July 1932 – died April 2024 at the age of 91.

Harry was made an Honorary member of both the CLBC and the CSBC at the age of 
90 and although he didn’t bowl often in recent years, he continued membership and 
would come to the club BBQs or randomly just turn up to have a friendly chat. And 
you may have been the fortunate recipient of a jar of his homemade apple sauce 
made from the fresh apples he picked from a local apple tree. He didn’t tell me 
whose garden it was in!



The earliest membership record found at the Lawn Bowling Club has Harry and 
Carol Knapper as members in 1976. You will also come across Harry and Carol’s 
names on many trophies at the club. The Anniversary Trophy in 1982, and three-
times winner of the Cut Throat Tournament in 1995, 1996 and 1998. 

Back in the day of The Northumberland News there was a column called “Hitting the 
Kitty”where one could read all about the activities of lawn bowling in Victoria Park 
weekly. The name Harry Knapper appeared many times throughout the years of 
publication.

 Harry on the right with Victor Foxhall (Martin’s father) at the 75th

anniversary celebrations

Harry was president in 1983. He co-convened the 76th Anniversary Tournament, 
followed by a banquet at which the mayor presented the lawn bowling club with a 
new flagpole. The Canadian flag is proudly raised up this pole at every tournament to 
this day.

Harry became president of the Short Mat Bowling Club in 2011 and acted as VP for 4 
years (2017 – 2021).

Not only will he be missed for his valued contribution to both clubs, but for his 
special friendly way of greeting all he encountered - old friends, new acquaintances, 
and complete strangers.

Donna Longman



Club Tournaments

The annual cut throat tournament took place at the club on Saturday June 8th. This 
was sponsored once again by the Childs family and we are most appreciative of 
Gerry's support for the club.

Last year's winner was Al Bell but he could not repeat his 2023 success finishing tied 
for fifth place. We have a new name to put on the trophy – Andrew Perry. 
Congratulations to him as he won the tournament with a total of 126 points, seven 
ahead of second place Terry Bradshaw.

First             Andrew Perry 126
Second          Terry Bradshaw 119
Third            Dave Shirley 118
Fourth          Dave Johnson 116
=Fifth           Henry Kowalski  and  Al Bell 113 

Cobourg Open Tournaments

We hosted two open tournaments in June. On June 1 we held a mixed pairs 
tournament sponsored by we-fix-u. The winners were Al Purcell and Nicky Chamois 
with Cobourg's Bill McCollam and Lori Wills in second place. 

Al Purcell returned to the scene of his triumph on Saturday June 22nd for the 
Gordon Insurance Men’s Pairs.  Gordon’s has been a sponsor for many many years 
and their support is greatly appreciated. The timing this year wasn’t the best as on 
the same day the Ontario Men’s 5 a side was being played in Pickering . .  so we had a 
smaller field than normal (12 Teams). The teams came from Lindsay, Pickering, 
Oshawa, Whitby, Campbellford, Belleville and 5 teams from Cobourg. 



The weather was ‘iffy’ for bowling as storms ran through the area in the morning. 
Thankfully they were gone by 8am. They did however leave puddles of water on 
rinks 2,3 & 4 leaving them unplayable in the morning. Thanks to our masterful 
greens crews the other rinks were in great condition and playing fast once again.

The 2023 winners (Ben van Steĳn / Dan Milligan) were there to defend their title. 
There was a ‘Bounty’ on their heads. The first team to beat them would win $30. The 
team with the first chance were Dave Saliba (Pickering) & Frank Dinardo 
(Brampton). They almost captured the prize but lost in an extra end. They must have 
been very demoralized as they went out and lost their 2nd game 26-0 (!) to Carl 
Ferguson and  Ernie Sapinski.

With rain in the afternoon forecast we cut the games down to 3-Bowl Pairs to finish 
before 3pm . .  but it turned out to be great weather for bowling all day long. They 
weren’t so lucky in Pickering where I understand it rained (with lightning) and they 
were not able to get in all their scheduled games.

You can view the full result and scores on the website. Just click here.

Al Purcell has been winning tournaments left & right this year. After the games I 
asked him when was the last time he lost a game . .  and he said he couldn’t 
remember that far back!

Thanks to the volunteers who came out to run the kitchen, set up the equipment, 
monitor parking passes, run the Share the Wealth and many other tasks.

Open Tournament Convenor

Bob Bates

On The Road - Results at other clubs

June 8th – There were five Cobourg teams in an open triples (had to include one 
novice) in Campbellford. Martin Foxhall and Lynn Bryans playing with Pierre 
Vanderhout from Kingston won the two game high. Ben van Steĳn, Jacob Hyatt and 
Emmalee Smith won the second two game high

https://www.cobourglawnbowlingclub.ca/2024-tournament-results.html


Bob Bates and Carl Ferguson won the one game high prize in a men's pairs at 
Cosburn Park.

Peter Stuart-Sheppard came second in an Oshawa triples tournament. Peter was 
playing with Hazel Joffe (Richmond Hill) and Thomas Wu (Willowdale)

June 9th - In a triples tournament at Whitby, shortened by 
rain, Bill McCollam, Peter Stuart-Sheppard and Sheri 
Perkins were third. 

June 10th - Peter Stuart Sheppard was the winner in a 
Lindsay triples playing with Rhys and Tracey Warren of 
Lindsay.

June 13th - In a Pickering mixed pairs with Five Cobourg teams, Dave & Kathleen 
Shirley did the best by winning their first 2 before losing a close 3rd game.  Bill 
McCollam & Janice Slobojan got High last game (18pts). 

June 14th - Third place for Bill McCollam in the Burlington 
men's singles

June 15th - Bob Bates and Pat Bylok were winners in the 
Cosburn Mixed Pairs.

June 16th - In the Agincourt Open Triples Al Bell, Terry 
Bradshaw & Laura Mounce won their first 2 games before 
losing the third to the tournament winner.  Unfortunately the 
one loss dropped them out of the money. 

June 17th – In a triples at Lindsay Peter Stuart-Sheppard was the winner playing 
with Cathy and Ron Larking from Cosburn Park.

June 18th – At an open triples in Bobcaygeon Martin Foxhall came second playing 
with Steve McKerihen and Steve Nelson.

June 20th – Al Bell and Laura Mounce won one game high in a mixed pairs 242 in 
Oshawa

June 27th -  Peter Stuart-Sheppard came third in an Stoufville triples tournament. 
Peter was playing with Hazel Joffe (Richmond Hill) and Thomas Wu (Willowdale)



Monday Night Competitive League

The league standings remain tightly contested as we head into the sixth week of a 
fourteen week round robin tournament. We have eight teams competing, with last 
year’s  champions, Carl, Nan, and Mike, trailing the undefeated team led by Terry, 
Al, and Laura. 

With both teams yet to face each other, anticipation builds as they prepare for their 
upcoming showdown. For the latest scores and standings, you can check  the bulletin 
board at the clubhouse. This is the position after week five.

Al Bell

Wednesday Night Fun League

To date, we have thirty Wednesday Night Bowlers plus seven spares. Bowlers 
generate points for their team and for themselves while playing two six end games. 
So far the first game has been skills oriented with each team playing together to 
outdo the other teams. The second game has been regular triples and pairs. As the 
season progresses the format and objective of the games changes. After three weeks 
the teams will be shuffled, giving people an opportunity to compete with different 
bowlers.

It’s a fun night and we usually finish by nine. My thanks to all who signed up and to 
those who help out setting up the greens.

Carol Dewey



Ontario Championships

Congratulations to Bill McCollam and to Martin Foxhall. Their respective 5 a side 
teams qualified for the play offs that will decide the Ontario Championship and the 
right to represent Ontario in the National Championship.

Sixteen teams were playing in Pickering over the weekend of June 22/23. They were 
split into three groups with the top two in each group qualifying for the playoffs.

Peter Stuart-Sheppard and I played with John MacKenzie (Oshawa), Rhys Warren 
(Lindsay) and Alan Hunter (Bobcaygeon). We were drawn in the group of six as was 
Bill McCollam’s team. Under the new format, one team member played singles and 
the other fours on day one. On day two, two members of each team played pairs and 
three played triples (still with me?). All games, apart from singles were five end sets. 
Singles were seven ends. Each match was made up of two sets. Wins in both sets or 
one win and a tied set made you the winner with three points being awarded. If each 
team won one set there was a one end tie breaker (I may have lost you by this 
stage!)

Each team was due to play five games on 
Saturday and another five on Sunday. 
Due to heavy thunderstorms late on 
Saturday afternoon the fifth game was 
held over until Sunday morning and 
remaining games were reduced to four 
end sets.



Sets play can lead to some strange looking results. For example in our first fours 
game we had 11 shots for and 9 against but lost the game and did not get any points. 
That is because each team won one set but the opposing team won a one end tie 
breaker. There was a similar outcome in our game against Bill McCollam’s team 
where we had 12 shots for and 7 against but lost the game on a tie breaker. In our 
fours games we had three tie breakers in 5 games! Thin margins between success 
and failure.

In our triples games we had more success with 4 wins and a loss but it was not 
enough to get us into the playoffs.

It was certainly different playing this format which was introduced by Bowls Canada 
and it will be interesting to see whether a review of the Ontario and National 
Championships  leads to changes next year.

The under 21 Ontario Youth championship will be held in Kingston on July 13/14 
and we wish Jacob Hyatt all the best as he competes against nine other youth 
players.

Bill Arthur

District 14 Playdowns

The first District 14 playdowns start in July. The schedule is:

July 17/18 Senior Pairs in Cobourg (Winner qualifies for Ontario Championship in 
Hanover August 14/15)

July 27/28 Mixed Pairs in Oshawa (Winner qualifies for Ontario Championship in 
Woodstock August 10/11)

There are no restrictions on the number of entries in the playdowns. Entries should 
be sent to the District 14 Chair, Alan Hunter ,no later than three days before the 
event. Email ahunter.intlglass@gmail.com. Entry fee is $60 per player payable on 
the day. It is important to note that if you enter a playdown you have to commit to 
playing in the Provincial cahmpionship should you win.

If you have any questions about playdowns please let me know.

Bill Arthur

https://ahunter.intlglass@gmail.com


Truly Local Radio

On June 6th I  met with Jeff Gard and Zara Caletti 
from Northumberland 89.7. We had a short session on 
the greens to teach them the basics of lawn bowling 
and that was followed by an interview for the Sports 
Spotlight programme. If you missed it you can listen 
by clicking here . The interview starts about the 35 
minute mark.  

Bill Arthur

Strawberry Social

Many thanks to Mary Salter and Sheri Perkins  for an excellent social event before 
the jitney on June 27th. Also to Jenn Wetherall for her  fine scones. Is it pronounced 
scone rhyming with gone or scone rhyming with bone? Well, in a survey of Brits 51% 
voted for the former - end of argument!

https://northumberland897.ca/sports-spotlight
https://northumberland897.ca/sports-spotlight


A NOTE TO ALL MEMBERS: Code of Conduct and Etiquette

In the May newsletter the Executive Committee made a point of including a copy of 
the club Code of Conduct and an article on Lawn Bowls Etiquette for all to read as 
the season was getting started.

Etiquette in lawn bowling can be simply reduced to good sportsmanship and 
common courtesy. The vast majority of people are self-aware enough to have no 
problem understanding what any of those words mean. How you choose to speak to 
people around you matters, and what you choose to say to people matters. Do your 
words and actions make people perceive you as a bully and someone others wish 
they could avoid, or, do your words and actions incline people to enjoy your 
company and look forward to sharing time with you? There is almost always a way to 
say a thing that is conducive to communication and the sharing of an experience as 
opposed to creating conflict, alienation and negative experiences. But you do need to 
think before you speak.

The Executive committee expects all members to behave in a respectful and fair 
manner, at all times. The bowlers I know that other bowlers seek to play with treat 
others – officials, opponents and teammates – with respect and dignity, regardless of 
circumstances. It is not a bad exercise in maturity to occasionally observe your own 
actions and listen to what you say, and ask yourself how your behaviour makes 
people perceive you.

Peter

Friendly Games with Lindsay & Wilmot Creek

We have 2 ‘Friendly’ matches scheduled with other clubs in July & August.

- Sunday July 28: Cobourg bowlers going to Lindsay LBC 

- Thursday Aug 15: Wilmot Creek bowlers are coming to Cobourg

Details:

- We play 2 – 10 end games with a brown bag lunch in between

- Games usually end by 2:30



- We hope to get 8 teams of triples (24 players)

- Beginners and experienced bowlers are all welcome

- Start time is 10am    - Wear a Cobourg shirt if you have one (not mandatory)

- You sign up as an individual and we will make up the teams (like a Jitney)

If you have certain people you want to play with or only want to play one game let 
me know and we will try to accommodate you.

All players will be given directions to the Lindsay club. The Lindsay club is 
approximately a one-hour drive from Cobourg. You arrange your own transportation 
or ride sharing. They have plenty of parking.

These are very friendly & social games  . .  but we do keep a tally to see which club 
gets bragging rights by winning more games. Come out and meet players from other 
clubs and see how their greens compare to ours. You will have plenty of friends there 
to enjoy the experience with.

The Sign-up sheets are on the board at the club. Get your name in soon to be part of 
the Cobourg contingent. 

Any questions?  Contact Bob Bates at bbates103@rogers.com  or  289 252 2042

Bob Bates

New Sponsors/Advertisers

Our marketing team of Laura Mounce, Michelle Tinney and Sarah van Steĳn has 
been successful in obtaining new support from a number of organisations. 

Advertisers

David's No Frills

J Noble Crane Services



Sponsors

TD Canada Trust Cobourg - 2024 jitney sponsor

Palisade Gardens Retirement Community – Open Mixed Pairs Tournament and 
Wednesday Night League sponsors

CRCS DKI – general sponsorship. Allocation to be decided

Part Time CFO Services – Monday Night League sponsor

Editor’s Sign-off

It seems that every month I end up with more in this newsletter than I expected and 
since this is page 16 I will finish it here. Thank you to the contributors (I’d like 
more! Feel free to send me ideas) and I hope you have found this interesting.

I love some of the old bowling photos that can be found on the Internet and I leave 
you with one of some ladies measuring. Good Bowling.

Bill


