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LADYBUGS ON THE LAWN 



  

NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōǳȊȊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ǿƘŜƴ Wŀƴ {ƪƛƭƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ {ŀǳƴŘŜǊǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōƻǿƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƴȅ ōŀƎǎ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ άƧǊΦέ Lǘ 

was a mix of excitement and anticipation for the relaunch in earnest of the junior bowling programme. Seventeen (!) classes 

had signed up for a session at the club. One of the first was a grade 3/4 split from C.R. Gummow Public School. The students 

were quickly outfitted with a bowl that fit their hands. They then sat on benches to hear important doΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

Jan in her I-do-mean-business-school-teacher voice. ά5ƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ƭŀǿƴΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǊŀǎƘ ǘŀƭƪΤ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦέ Nan 

Hendren followed with a primer on bowls, bias and delivery. It was short enough to keep the youngsters from bursting.  But 

they really, really wanted to give it a roll. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD BOWLING 

They bowled in groups of four or five with the assistance of several volunteers who enthusiastically cheered them on.  For 

a first time, they were good. Some even perfected the feed-the-horse follow through. Their body English (and that of their 

parent volunteers) got a good workout. They were into it. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WELL-DESIGNED 

The design of the session was clever indeed because next came a short break for a snack on the verandah. If you know one 

ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƪƛŘǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀƳŜǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭ Wŀƴ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŀǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ground sheets ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΥ ŦƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƧŀŎƪΣ ǘǿƻ ŦƻǊ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ladybug 

placemat and one for staying on the ground sheet. Volunteers kept score. The kids were still under the magic spell of the 

game.  So much so that they even vied to be next to rake! Who would have thought??? 

LŦ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƻƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǎǇƛŘŜǊΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΣ ƧŀŎƪ 

in the centre with a loonie on top, a countdown and everyone rolling at the same 

time.  The one closest to the loonie got to keep it. It did wonders for the soul to see 

the bounding glee of the winner. 



 

  

GOOD REVIEWS 

The session ended with the bowls returned and a parting gift for coming: a granola bar and a juice box. As the class marched 

away you heard some say it was άŦǳƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ άǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴέΦ Their teacher, Shannon Colman-Sadd, wrote 

afterwards that άƳȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΧƳȅ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘŜŀƳΦέ 

The teacher of a 6/7 class from St 

Joseph Catholic Elementary also e-

mailed after their session. Brooke 

Ferguson wrote: άhƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ 

I would like to extend a heartfelt thank 

you for the wonderful day you provided 

for my students. They had an absolutely 

fantastic time learning about lawn 

bowling, trying new skills, and spending 

time with such welcoming and 

encouraging volunteers. The students 

have not stopped talking about the 

experience since we returned to school! 

It was such a memorable opportunity 

for them, and your patience, kindness  

 and enthusiasm made the day truly special. We are so appreciative of all the volunteers who gave their time and energy to 

make the visit enjoyable and successful. Your generosity and community spirit did not go unnoticed.έ (In the photo below 

left Ms. Ferguson is on the far right). To date ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ 29 different volunteers and coaches. 

John Saunders says the school programme evolved as it went along. He 

called the process άŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέΦ Some key changes that were 

made after just three sessionsΧrather than have a coach give a mini lesson 

to the entire group the volunteers now show them how to bowl which allows 

the coaches more time to filter through the groupsΧthe Placemat Game was 

changed to a Team concept from an individual gameΧvolunteers now move 

the jack and mats forward and/or backwards to accommodate their groupΩǎ 

ability. 

So far 201 children, 9 teachers and 22 adult volunteers were sent home with 

a flyer. It detailed the summer youth programme which would start July 7 if 

there was to be enough interest.  The response was so good there will 

indeed be a programme every Tuesday and Thursday through August. 

Bravo!!!   

 



 

 

  

Staring at the bowl in disbelief. That is the distinguishing trait of someone at their first lesson. LǘΩǎ a quizzical look that says 

ΨƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀƭƭΚ ΨLǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿƘŀǘ ƴƻǿΚ ! ōƛŀǎΚΩ  !ƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎΣ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ or tossing the bowl they still need to be 

convinced it has a peculiar power that a simple ǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΦ To help them over that hump are the coaches. A tip of the 

cap to them. They devote a lot of time to the important task of nurturing initial interest and converting it into a keenness 

to join the club. 

LAWN BOWLING 101 

   

Coaches Bill Arthur, Al Bell, Nan Hendren and 

Sarah van Steijn had trained 45 individuals as of 

June 5th. A few more will be taking free lessons in 

the next couple of weeks. So far seven άstudentsέ 

have joined the club. A warm welcome to new 

members Mike Brown, Kate and Brian Sheehan, 

Caryn MacDiarmid, Renee and Richard Lyon and 

Izabelle Fracz. Also joining is Dave Bosnell (who 

many of us know from short mat) as well as Mona 

Attard, Anne Abbot, Maureen Campbell, Gail 

Cunningham and Charles Funnell who are 

previous members rejoining after a few years 

absence. Total membership stands at 119 adults, 

2 youth and 1 social. 

 



 

  

CUTTHROAT TOURNAMENT AND OPEN HOUSE 

 
It rained overnight and the weather radar showed more could be on the way. But 

drawmasters Dave and Kathleen Shirley pressed on. In the first round they pitted tags of the 

same colour against one another. This definitely created more than one of what fans of the 

²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ ƻŦ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ ΨƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘΦΩ  

The first bowls of the day left water trails. But soon the wet went. It could have been because 

of the emerging sun or the hot bowling. There certainly were many tight heads and measures 

galore.  

Per the rules no player could visit the head or they would lose their points in that end. So, 

you needed an adjacent rink to remove out of bounds jacks and bowls. They were usually 

summoned to help with loud yells. But Marjorie Smith also added a unique flourish, the 

waving of a yellow towel.  

The blazing sun eventually gave way to a stiff, cool wind for the final round. The feature 

matchup was on rink five and pitted the top scorers against one another. The bowl-off 

brought out the best in them and they had the spectators oohing and aahing.    



 

  

WINNERS 

L-R Linda Eals: the ΨBo DerekΩ of the day scoring the only 10 in one end. Terry Shannon 4th with 94 points.  

Sarah van Steijn 3rd with 98. Mike Place 5th with 92. Mike Brown, representing Axle Telecom sponsor of the tournament.  

Bob Coleman 1st with 118. Al Bell 2nd with 101. Helen Kowalski 6th with 90. Gunter Lorscheidt: ΨMost Honest BowlerΩ. 

And the award for best hospitality goes to Axle Telecom. Their crew provided a generous 

breakfast and lunch with soft drinks and water. They were assisted by our kitchen 

volunteers on this day: Jennifer Darrell, Norma Stoffers, Irene Miller and Louisa Arthur. 



 

  

While they played cutthroat on the south lawn, it was 

more gentile on the north. The welcome banner was 

unfurled for our open house. Our regular coach Nan 

Hendren introduced a group from Axle Telecom. And 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǳŜǎǘ ŎƻŀŎƘ ¢ŜŀƳ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ .ŀȅƭŜŜ Ǿŀƴ {ǘŜƛƧƴ 

coached the rest. Baylee also set up a trick shot. She 

placed a jack at the end of a funnel of bowls. All 

comers were invited to roll to the jack without 

disturbing the funnel. Ernie Sapinski managed it and 

took a towel from Bowls Canada as a prize.  

MEANWHILE ON THE NORTH GREENΧ 

The towel was one of the handouts to celebrate National Bowls Day. Another souvenir of the day was a new club pin.  All 

in all, it seems the club made a good impression. So good in fact the newsletter overheard that it encouraged three more 

people to join.    


