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SPRINGING INTO ACTION 

Finally. The great glacier melted into a puddle. And the work of getting the club ready for bowling began. 

On March 25th grounds chief Mike Hendren walked onto the lawn 

for the first time this year.  According to his expert eye άƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦέ He should know. This is his 

нмǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴǎΦ IŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ōǊƻǿƴ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ and will be taken care of with 

άfertilizer and grass seed.έ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƻǿƛƴƎǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

happen until later in April if the weather is warm.  IŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

concerned about how the underground sprinkler system survived 

the winter. Last year one of the pipes cracked and leakedΦ IŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

be until the threat of a hard freeze is gone. 

Of more immediate concern for Mike and Director of Property Brent Bayley is moving into the new shed now designated 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƎǊƻǳƴŘǎέ ǎƘŜŘΦ LǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǊƻƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƳŜǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ best layout. 

Nothing will be moved until a few things are done first. At the 

moment the equipment is stuck in the old shed behind a pile of 

patio stones. Those stones will be moved to the south end of 

the property where they will be used, along with new stacking 

blocks, to build a new sand box. Ahead of the move Brent also 

wants to build a work bench for the new shed. And he wants to 

cut and lay plywood on the rafters to create storage space. 

Spare shingles can go up there as well as the lattice and piping 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ stashed under the verandah.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO DO LIST 

Since the last newsletter the shed constructors moved the compressor back into place. The electricians hooked it up. They 

then installed six plugs and three four-foot LEDs. The eavestroughs went up just in time for April showers. 

But the builders still have plenty to do. The stairs need to be reattached to the verandah. Before that happens, a corner of 

the deck might need to be jacked up. It seems to have sagged probably due to the freeze-thaw cycle. They also need to 

reattach lattƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ŀ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘǎƛŘŜ ƎŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜōǊƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ŀǎ 

well as the old garage door and excavated dirt. 



  

MORE TO DO 

The existing shutters have seen better days. Brent would like to build new ones. Busy guy. He, like everyone else that lends 

a hand, is a volunteer. Extra help is always needed. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǳǇƪŜŜǇ e-mail  

bjbayley@icloud.com  

²ƘŜƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǎƘŜŘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎƘŜŘ ƳƻǾŜ-ƛƴ ǊŜŀŘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άgamesέ 

shed and will house ground sheets, mats, rakes, jacks, scoreboards etc. 

Also on the spring schedule, West Brothers Painting will be scraping, sanding and repainting the clubhouse exterior. That 

includes the winter shutters. 

mailto:bjbayley@icloud.com


 

  

CLUBNOTES 

Last year we were restricted to placing advertising banners 

on the verandah railing. We now have permission from the 

Town of Cobourg to leave banners with sponsor details on 

the north and south fences for the whole season, increasing 

publicity for our sponsors 

Below are some of the people who helped in the kitchen last year. But Club Director Jan Moynes says only one person 

has signed up to help this year. άL ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ пл ǎǇƻǘǎΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛƎƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƛŦ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ BTW gentlemen need not only sign up for the Ladies by the Lake event.  

Radio Ads on 89.7 Northumberland will be aired in the three weeks leading up to Bowls Day in Canada on June 6th.   

This will also be "Bring a Friend DayΦέ 

We have agreed rental rates for private functions and for corporate events and will be producing a leaflet advertising 

the rates. In the meantime, any inquiries can be sent to Nan Hendren nam.hen@sympatico.ca                 
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With National Volunteer Week coming up (April 19ς25), I wanted to follow up on my thanks to the Executive 

Committee by giving a huge shout-ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ нлнс Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

helping out in the kitchen, acting as a drawmaster, keeping our greens in top shape, or pitching in elsewhere, you are 

the backbone of this club. We truly couldn't do it without you. 

 

Regarding membership, I don't want to nag about my recent email, but please keep in mind that word of mouth is still 

our best tool for finding new members. A big thanks to our Facebook fans who have been sharing our recruitment 

posts, too τƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ōǳȊȊΦ 

 

Remember, this is your club. If you have ideas on how we can do things betterτor even if you have a complaintτ

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ 

improving. 

 

On a celebratory note, a massive congratulations to our "Magnificent Seven" short mat bowlers who did us proud at 

the World Championships. You can find the full scoop on their incredible run further down in this newsletter. 

 

LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нфǘƘΗ 

Bill Arthur 

THE CLUB IS THINKING OF ADDING A WATER HAZARD TO MAKE JITNEYS MORE CHALLENGING. HAPPY APRIL 1ST δ  
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CANADA -VS- WORLD 

Canada marched in to the World Short Mat Championships in Norway a decided underdog. It lined up for the opening 

ceremonies against 12 countries some of which are giants in the game. Seven of those plucky Canucks were from Cobourg 

including Peter Stuart-Sheppard: άwe have maybe олл ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ Lƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ олΣллл ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΦ 

!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΦέ !ǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ 

that follow Canada did well. Peter puts it this way: άƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛǎ ǇǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ǿŀȅ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǘǎ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ.έ 

The mayor of Skien Norway throws 
the ceremonial first bowl. This photo 
and many others are taken from 
Facebook postings by various 
participating countries. Some are 
screen grabs of FB videos which 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ .ǳǘ 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳ 
there.  



 

WHAT A SIGHT 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ /ƻōƻǳǊƎ ŎǊŜǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ ¢he arena was alive with a rainbow of team colours and red-hot 

action. There were four competitions on the go at the same time: singles, pairs, triples and fours. Each had its own round 

robin. So, for two days the 34 mats were filled with 207 players.  The 12 umpires were busy indeed.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ōƻǿƭέ says Peter Stuart-Sheppard. άOne or two of those tight games would have made a 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ hǳǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ǿŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ. Disappointed not to make 

ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘŀƭ ǊƻǳƴŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦέ They finished 6th of 10 

on their side of the draw, tied for the best placement by a Canadian team at the event.  

IƻǿΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Worlds: you play Scotland in your first 

game.  CƻōƻǳǊƎΩǎ tŜǘŜǊ {ǘǳŀǊǘ- 

Sheppard (lead) and Bill McCollam 

(vice) skipped by Gary Pickering 

(Niagara Falls) put up a stiff fight but 

were edged out by just one point, 11-

10. That was a foreshadowing of how 

the tournament would go. They lost by 

just two points to both Ireland and 

Wales. ά²Ŝ ƭƻǎǘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ  

TRIPLES THREATS 

On the other side of the draw was a second Canadian team that was all-Cobourg: John MacKenzie (skip), Laura Mounce 

(lead) and Al Bell (vice). They won their first game against Germany, lost a couple of close ones to Belgium and the Isle of 

Man and then ran into the buzzsaws of Ireland, Wales, Scotland and the eventual winner of the tournament, England.  


